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2. A "jealous interpretation' may be applied to immunise against only ·positive acts in the exercise ot
functions "which of their nature will involve interferences with persons or property"' (Puntoriero v
Water Corporation [1999] HCA 45 at [18] per Gleeson CJ and Gummow J).

3. It is presumed 'that legislators would not deprive a person oflegal rights otherwise enjoyed against a
statutory body, except by the use of clear language' (Bropho v Western Australia [1990] HCA 24 at 17-
18).

Landholders and other users ofland along the Murrumbidgee and Murray-Darling river systems should be 

mindful that their recourse against the Government for damage to property, land and livestock caused by 

Environmental Flows may be limited. 
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